

ADOPTED 8/27/14


Introduced by Council Member Gulliford & Co-sponsored by Council
Member Jones:
RESOLUTION 2014-576-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMEMORATING THE WORK OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE IN THE PASSAGE OF THE 1964 CIVIL RIGHTS BILL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
in response to Rosa Parks’ arrest in Montgomery, Alabama, in December 1955, African-American ministers and civic leaders organized the Montgomery Bus Boycott whose initial goal was to apply and coordinate nonviolent direct action as a means of desegregating the bus system in Montgomery and across the South; and

WHEREAS, in the aftermath of the highly successful Montgomery Bus Boycott, and realizing that there was far more at stake than merely desegregating bus transportation, a young Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., invited the Reverend Joseph Lowery of Mobile, the Reverend Ralph Abernathy of Montgomery, the Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth of Birmingham and a host of other African American ministers to meet with him, first at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, and then in New Orleans; and, out of these meetings, in February 1957, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference was established with Dr. King as its first president; and

WHEREAS, the 1960s were  turbulent times in the American Civil Rights Movement, and, in turn, American history; the Albany Movement (1961), Birmingham (1963), the March on Washington (1963), St. Augustine (1964), and Selma (1965) were some of the better known hallmarks in the struggle and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference was repeatedly in the forefront; and
WHEREAS,
there is a direct link between the historic milestones of Albany, Birmingham, the March on Washington, Selma and the enactment of the historic 1964 Civil Rights Act 50 years ago, and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was preeminently in the vanguard, providing significant moral support; and
WHEREAS, a Jacksonville chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference was established in 1964 by the Reverend Levi Wilcox and others; among the ranks of the earliest members were Moses Davis, James Edge, Juanita Sharp, Malachi Beyah, the Reverend Charles E. Banks, James and Maggie Alford, Edward Exon, Eric Hall, George Killian, Quillie Jones and Mark Freeman; and

WHEREAS,
in the ongoing struggle for civil and human rights in our nation’s history, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference has offered heroic leadership, encountered and suffered hostile reprisals, but always persevered and epitomized the admonition of Edmund Burke that all that is necessary for evil to triumph is that good men do nothing, and, accordingly, we recognize and commend the work of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference for its role in the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Bill; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Jacksonville City Council does hereby recognize and honor the Southern Christian Leadership Conference for its leadership, commitment to the historic struggle for civil and human rights and for its widely recognized contributions in the passage of the historic Civil Rights Bill in 1964 and wishes the organization continued success in the days ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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